PRESS RELEASE

SWIFT JUSTICE IN FANNIN COUNTY
(Bonham, Texas – February 5, 2016)  Jimmy Ray Newman, 25, pleaded guilty to two charges of aggravated robbery this afternoon in exchange for an agreed sentence of 10 years in the penitentiary.  The charges stemmed from a string of armed robberies in Baily and Leonard six weeks ago last December.
On December 19, 2015, Newman and his co-defendant entered the Bailey Gas & Grocery Store at approximately 1:00 a.m. wearing ski masks.  They held the clerk at knifepoint and demanded access to the register before making off with approximately $400.  The next day, Newman and his accomplice conducted a similar robbery at the One Stop in Leonard.  This time, however, the clerk resisted; he sustained injuries to his hands and arms in the struggle, but was able to remove Newman’s mask and recognize him by sight, thus leading to their capture.
Newman’s case is unique in that he pleaded guilty before formal indictment.  He indicated at the plea hearing that he was waiving indictment by a grand jury because he knew his actions were wrong and he “just wanted to get past this.”  Newman will have to serve at least half of his sentence before he is eligible for parole.  Judge Laurine Blake of the 336th Judicial District Court accepted his plea and remanded Newman over to the Sheriff of Fannin County for transport to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.
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