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(Bonham, Texas – October 13, 2015) Michael Edward Winchester, 46, had been charged with five cases of sexual abuse of a child, and was supposed to stand trial on the morning of October 12, 2015.  Instead, Mr. Winchester did not appear in court, causing the trial to be postponed and prompting local officials to initiate a manhunt.  They located Mr. Winchester Tuesday morning in a Bonham motel room; it appeared he had taken his own life.
“Cases like this, especially involving young children, are simply heartbreaking,” said Fannin County Criminal District Attorney, Richard Glaser, “but it’s my office’s responsibility to see that justice is done and that the victims are protected.  In addition to prosecuting those who commit the crime, my office works closely with the Fannin County Children’s Center and the Fannin County Crisis Center to ensure the safety and stability of the victims. We also have a victim’s assistance coordinator on our staff to help victims with such things as protective orders, counseling, and victim’s compensation.  We were prepared to try Mr. Winchester’s case and to give him his day in court, but that part of our job is no longer needed.  Now we’ll focus on those he’s left behind and try to see to it that they’re able to move on with their lives.”
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